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Growing up in Kinston, a small rural Eastern N.C. town, there was little to do, but even at the young age
of 11 to 12 years old I was always trying to find on the radio what was known then as “Rhythm and
Blues” music. I didn’t really know anything about music, all I knew was I loved it. Some of my favorite

songs were by Jimmy Reed, The Clovers, Little Richard, The Ink Spots, Joe Turner and so many more I
can’t remember.

Fast forward to the late fifties and early sixties at the old pavilion at Atlantic Beach, N.C. where I was
first introduced to the dance (Bop as it was called back then). I first saw and met Steve Rouse from
Snow Hill, N.C. (one of the best dancers I have ever seen to this day. I knew watching all the ladies
dance with Steve; this was the “Lifestyle” for me. Steve is no longer with us but in his closing days 1
went to see him in the hospital and I know he is “up there” with all the other great dancers who have
passed on watching and dancing.

In 1965 1 graduated from High School and did what I thought everybody should do and enlisted in the
military and went to Vietnam. What a culture shock! We should all be thankful we live in this great
country and each and every one of us should really appreciate and respect our veterans, especially the
ones that don’t make it home.
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